
 

 

 

Al Gore’s Inconvenient Sequel :  

The first submissions to The Exciting Environmental have arrived! 

See them on Page 4! 
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Inspiring people to enjoy our earth 
and make it a better place 

Photograph by Steven Schlosberg, age 13 

I met Jon Shenk at a special screening of An Inconvenient Sequel: Truth 
to Power. This film, which is a sequel to the 2006 environmental documentary 
An Inconvenient Truth and follows Al Gore’s recent work with the climate 
crisis, was no less thrilling. It started with many snippets of Al Gore’s famous 
slideshow, revealing frightening evidence of what is going on with global 
warming. But then it lifted off from that depressing note and showed more 
hope than I had expected. After the film, I talked with Jon Shenk, co-director 
of the film, and he was happy to set a date for an interview.  
 It was on a bright, cheerful day that I sat down with Jon Shenk for 
that interview which I had been looking forward to for so long.  

Sierra: What inspired you to create and direct this film? 
Jon: Bonnie Cohen (my co-director) and I were actually hired to 

make this film by a company called Participant Media, which is this really 
cool company in Hollywood run by a man named Jeff Skoll, and it’s a long  

Read more on Page 2 

My Interview with Director Jon Shenk 
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some other stuff and she thought that we 
would be a good team to do the follow-up 
to An Inconvenient Truth. 
 

S: What difficulties did you face when directing 
this film? 
J: The first thing we had to do was figure 
out how could this film be different from 
the first film. But the first thing we did 
was Bonnie and I went to Nashville and 
sat down with Al in his living and he 
showed us a 10-hour version of his 
famous slide show. 

The first part of the slideshow is 
all about the disasters that have happened-
-the arctic ice melt, the hurricanes that are 
stronger than ever because of the warming 
oceans, the flooding, the wildfires, the 
droughts, the refugee crisis, all the stuff. 
And by lunchtime we were so depressed 
that we thought we should walk out the 
front door and walk off the nearest cliff. 
But after lunch, he started telling us 

 

Read more on Page 4 

C: No, unless I say, “Climate 
change exists, so I am a psycho.”  
E: Well, you’re rude. 
E: Do you work at a fossil fuels 
industry? 
C: Yes. 
E: Do you make a ton of money 
there? 
C: Yes. 
E: Well then, duh, you’re a climate 
change denier.  
C: I prefer the term “Sane person.” 

 
E: How would you feel if you were 
impacted by the climate change you 
deny? 
C: Well, I can’t answer that question 
because I won’t be.  
E: What would happen if everybody 
suddenly believed in climate change 
and you didn’t? 
C: I would then believe in climate 
change. 
E: Can you start a sentence 
beginning with “Climate change 
exists, so”? 

The Other Side 

A Climate  
 

Change 
 

Laugh 

Environmental Stand-up 
Comedy 

 
 “I’ve got good news and 
bad news. The bad news? Sea 
levels are rising due to global 
warming. The good news?    
Your house will soon become 
beachside property!” 

 “Well, I just survived a 
hurricane, but on the bright side, 
I’ve always wanted a pool!” 

Exciting Environmental 

Interview	from	Page	1	
	

story but Participant media makes all 
kinds of really interesting socially 
conscious films like the first 
Inconvenient Truth. They had been 
talking to Al Gore for the last few 
years about doing a follow-up to An 
Inconvenient Truth because it was such 
a successful film, not just as at the box 
office, but it helped give Americans 
and people around the world the 
language to talk about climate change, 
to talk about the climate crisis.  

The reason why they came to 
us was that Bonnie and I made a film a 
few years ago called The Island 
President about the president of the 
Maldives who was this incredible 
climate change hero, who’s fighting for 
the survival of his country. The head of 
Documentary at Participant had seen it 
and we had also worked with her on  
 

A few questions for Climate 
Change Deniers 

A little note so you 
know what is going on: 

E stands for “Environmentalist” 

C stands for “Climate Change 
Denier” 

Any more questions? Sorry, I’m 
the one asking the questions 
here! 

Issue 2, Feb/Mar 2018 

Read this newsletter online at www.HelpSierra.com 
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Secrets of the Sea 
 

Previously, Danielle was suspicious 
of a different kind of sunscreen. 

However, she gave in and they left for 
Sugar Beach. They have had a good 

time, but it is soon to be swallowed by 
more suspicion. 

 
Chapter 1: A Bad Beach 

 

Jenny bent down to pick it 
up. She ran back to the shore with it 
just in time before a big wave 
slammed her down. But Danielle, 
having spotted a trail of dead fish 
along the shore, did not notice the 
wave and got slammed down by it. 
She ran to get the towel as her sister 
dropped the dead fish in disgust. 

“I wonder if there are 
more!” Jenny said. Danielle 
swallowed down the words coming 
to her throat. It would be hard to 
conceal all of those dead fish now. 
When Jenny said she would find 
something, she almost always 
found it.  

“Maybe you shouldn’t look 
for them,” Danielle said. “They’re 
all over--I mean, they’re all infested 
with germs and icky stuff. You 
wouldn’t want to pick one up 
without washing your hands 
thoroughly afterwards. And really, 
what does it prove? I mean…”  

Danielle kept rambling on, 
intent on keeping her sister from 
looking for the fish, not realizing 
how much she sounded like an idiot 
at that moment. Jenny listened 
intently, though Danielle soon saw 
the glint of humor in her eye, which 
told her that her sister was on the 
verge of laughing her head off. She 
stopped.  

“Oh, silly,” Jenny said. “I 
can tell by that look in your eye that 
you really don’t want me to look 
for the fish, do you?	You	want	me	
to	go	and	play	with	you	in	the	
waves	because	we	don’t	have	much	
time	left.	I	get	it.”	Danielle	smiled.	
Sometimes	her	sister	was	so	much	
more	mature	than	she	was.	 

“Yeah.	That’s	what	I	
meant,”	Danielle	said,	and	they	
hurried	over	to	the	waves	again.	 

This	continued	on	for	the	

2

next	half	an	hour	or	so,	and	then	
they	decided	that	they	would	build	
a	sand	fortress	and	construct	sand	
walls	and	moats	to	protect	if	from	
the	crashing	waves.	 

Their	first	castle	got	
demolished	in	a	great	wave	that	
also	hit	their	mom	on	the	blanket.	
She	woke	with	a	start,	spat	sea	
water	out	of	her	mouth,	and	moved	
the	towel	farther	back	in	the	
shoreline.	Danielle	and	Jenny	
resolved	to	build	a	large	moat	
around	their	mother.	Once	they	had	
built	that,	the	water	seeped	in	but	
could	not	get	out.	They	used	the	
wet	sand	to	build	walls	around	the	
moat,	and	then	dug	moats	around	
those	walls.	Finally,	their	mother	
was	in	the	middle	of	a	large	maze	of	
protection.	She	didn’t	even	notice.	
Snickering,	Danielle	ran	over	to	the	
shore	with	a	bucket	and	collected	
some	other	dead	fish.	Jenny	didn’t	
notice.	But	she	did	notice	when	
Danielle	arranged	them	all	around	
her	mother’s	towel.	 

“That’s	gross!”	Jenny	said.	
“Did	you	kill	them	all	yourself?”	 

“Of	course	not,	silly!”	said	
Danielle.	“What	did	you	think?” 

Just	then	her	mother	woke	
up,	saw	the	dead	fish,	let	out	a	
shriek,	and	launched	backwards	
into	the	dead	fish. 

After	she	managed	to	get	
back	up	she	scolded	the	girls	for	
playing	such	a	trick	on	her	and	ran	
to	the	waves	to	rinse	off.	The	girls	
laughed	and	started	digging	
somewhere	else.	 

Danielle	dug	and	dug,	her	
fingernails	becoming	caked	with	
sand,	when	her	finger	hit	
something	sharp.	 

3

“Ouch!	What	was	that?”	
Danielle	retrieved	a	piece	of	glass.	
She	set	it	aside.	So	what	if	someone	
has	accidentally	littered?	She	knew	
perfectly	well	that	people	were	
lazy.	But	so	lazy	that	they	would	
ignore	a	trash	can?	Surely	there	was	
one	around... 

Danielle	scanned	the	
shoreline	for	trash	cans,	but	saw	
none.	Who	decides	how	many	trash	
cans	are	on	a	beach?	Danielle	
wondered,	because	there’s	probably	
more	than	a	bottle	in	the	sand. 
 

To Be Continued… 
 

in the next  
Exciting Environmental Newsletter 

 

Stories, Stories, and More Stories  

Are you doing something to 
help the earth? 

Tell The Exciting 
Environmental all about it! 

Do you have an original 
environmental joke,   
drawing,  or poem? 

Share it with The Exciting 
Environmental and your 

work could be featured in 
the next newsletter. 

Send submissions to: 

HelpSierraNow@gmail.com 

Issue 2, Feb/Mar 2018 Exciting Environmental 
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Your Work! 
This is where we show submissions to  

The Exciting Environmental. If you have an original joke, 
poem, or photo that you would like to share, you can send it 

to helpsierranow@gmail.com 

Interview	from	Page	2	
 

about the solutions, the cost of solar 
energy and how cheap it’s gotten, 
the wind industry and how many 
jobs are being created all over the 
world making wind turbines to 
generate electricity. And we 
thought, what if we could tell a 
story about this kind of fight going 
on between the old way of doing 
things—making electricity and 
energy by burning coal and fossil 
fuels—versus this new way of doing 
things that could potentially solve 
this problem? 
 

S: What was the main highlight of 
making this film? 
J: There were so many amazing 
moments. But going to Paris with 
Al and being there when the Paris 
climate treaty was getting 
negotiated. We really felt like that 
was really amazing because it’s very 
rare do you see kind of a high level 
leader like Al Gore going through 
something he didn’t necessarily 
know the answer was going to be. 
 

S: Were there any big scenes that you 
cut out? 
J: There’s a couple of things that 
I’ll mention. One is, I mentioned 
earlier that Al is a vegan. And so he 
inherited a farm in Tennessee that 
his parents used to run. And when 
he was a boy, the farm raised cattle 
and grew tobacco. And he wanted 
to take that farm and transform it 
into an organic, sustainable, 
agricultural organization that 
would provide food for the 
community. So he runs something 
called a CSA. You can subscribe 
and be a member of a farm. And 
every week or every two weeks, 
they will bring to your door or you 
could pick up a box of whatever is 
in season. But at the end of the day 
Paris became such a dramatic part 
of the film.  

The other thing that we 
shot is a scene with Al talking to a 
guy called Jerry Taylor. And Jerry 
Taylor used to run the climate 
division of a really conservative 
think tank in Washington, DC. A 
think tank is an organization that if 
funded by people to do research to  

 

stuck with me. 
 

S: Is there anything else you want to add? 
J: I think one of the most exciting things 
that happened during the last few years was 
when we were making this film and we 
went all around the world and we met a lot 
of people who are working on the solutions 
to the climate crisis, politicians, owners of 
companies who were making electric cars, 
or solar panels or whatever. Many of them 
saw An Inconvenient Truth in 2006 and they 
actually decided that they would change 
their life because of it, and a lot of those 
people started when they were in high 
school or college. And now they’re in their 
twenties and thirties and they’re working 
on it. That’s the most exciting and most 
important thing--for students to see this and 
for them to somehow realize that this is 
going to impact their lives, and why not be 
on the right side of it and try to do 
something positive?  
 

 
To read a full transcript of this interview,  

go to www.HelpSierra.com 

give information to politicians that they 
can talk to their voters about. This think 
tank called the Cato Institute was 
dedicated to at least in part to fossil fuel 
companies. And one day after many 
years working with this organization, he 
woke up one day and he thought, this is 
just wrong. And so he changed his 
mind, he quit his job, and he went to 
work trying to solve the climate crisis. 
This guy told stories about the 
conservative movement. And it was just 
interesting to see that. 
 

S: When did you first start taking 
environmental action? 
J: When I was a kid, I really cared about 
the earth. I was a cub scout and I did a 
lot of camping. We spent a lot of time 
outdoors and I remember learning kind 
of this basic thing early on. The park 
rangers would tell you is you always 
leave your campsite cleaner than you 
found it. And I always remembered that 
and I thought isn’t that same thing true 
about the planet? And so that always  
 

“That’s the most exciting and most important thing—for students to see 
this and for them to somehow realize that this is going to impact their lives, 

and why not be on the right side of it and try to do something positive?” 

- Jon Shenk, director of An Inconvenient Sequel 

“At home we recycle 
and compost.” 

Submitted by Malia, 
age 11 

Submitted by Lila, age 8 


