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Inspiring people to enjoy our earth
and make it a better place
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Now another intruder is
added to the mix…

A winter poem…

Have an Earthy, Jolly
Holiday Season!
Here come’s Santa’s electric sleigh!
It’s a beautiful time of year. A time when people purchase a tree and put it in their
living room, and hang beautiful lights all around, and give gifts like it’s normal
practice. It’s holiday season. Considering that green is one of the main colors of
Christmas, you’d think that Christmas is very environmental, wouldn’t you?
I won’t say that the holidays that are coming up aren’t environmental, but then,
there are measures you take to make every single one of the holidays you celebrate
almost like a second earth day.

A story is starting up…

The Exciting Environmental is written
by Sierra Petersen, a 10-year-old who
loves the earth and believes
environmental action can be
fun, creative, and inspiring.
Read Sierra’s blog at HelpSierra.com

Read more on Page 2

Your Work!
There are more submissions to
The Exciting Environmental!
See them on Page 4!
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Holidays from Page 1
One thing to take into account is
wrapping paper. Imagine all of that
paper gone to waste from holiday gifts!
Here are some ways that you can
prevent this waste from happening:
1.

2.

The pillowcase method. Do
you have any spare
pillowcases or cloth napkins
lying around? Well, now you
can put them to good use. Put
your gift inside of the pillow
case and then tie off the excess
cloth with a bit of ribbon or
string. If your gift is bigger
than any pillowcases you have
around, try old sheets or loose
fabric and tie it much the
same way that you would the
pillowcase, but first wrap it
like any other present that you
used paper for. You can
always ask for the pillowcase
or cloth back, if you need it
(perhaps you sleep on that
pillowcase). This technique,
developed by the Japanese, is
called Furoshiki.
The newspaper wrap. Do you
read the newspaper in the
mornings (or perhaps this
newsletter)? Well, here is a
good way to put those left
over newspapers to use. You
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don’t have to recycle your
newspapers into the trash can, you
can put them into your wrapping
paper drawer! Newspapers make
awesome wrapping paper! Now you
have a way to put your newspapers
to good use and save money, time,
and waste.
The second thing to consider, of course, is
what the gift you are wrapping is. There
are lots of options, of course, but the
question is how to make it the most
environmental.
There are lots of obvious choices: plants,
homemade things, baked goods…the list
goes on and on. I am not going to say
outright that these obvious choices are
bad. In fact, these are very good choices
and none of them should be discredited.
However, if you want to really give the
perfect gift, then you have to dig a little
deeper. Here are a few rules that you have
to follow if you want to give an
environmental gift:
1.

2.

Don’t use tons and tons of paper.
They say that paper is more
environmental than plastic, but
paper comes from trees and it
should not be wasted.
Don’t use disposable things in the
gift. The gift should be something
that the person you’re giving it to
can keep around for a long time,
and not trash.

3.

Re-gift responsibly. If you
get a gift that you don’t
like, then you should not
keep it. However, you
shouldn’t dump it in the
trash. I won’t outright say
that re-gifting is bad, but
there are other options that
are better. First, you can
donate whatever you got to
a thrift store. This way a
person that really wants the
gift can come and pick it up
and buy it.

Follow these rules, and whatever
you give or re-gift, you will have a
responsible and environmental
holiday season.

Q: What plant grows on
your hand?
A: A palm
tree!
Do you have an
environmental
joke?
Send it to us and we will
feature it in the next

The Art of Environmentalism
Global Warming
A poem
Lights that are strung all
around,
People make a jolly sound,
Finding the holiday’s flower,
This one holds all the power.
Why not be jolly in the winter?

Or else your hopes, they will
splinter.
I have an important message for
you,
About your decisions, be smart.
One that’s best shared with more
than two,

Or else your Christmas may melt
apart.

Because it’s best for a crowd,
I’ll say it bold and say it loud.
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Stories, Stories, and More Stories

Previously…After a suspicious
trip to Sugar Beach, Danielle has now
gone into her mother’s lab and after
finding some fishy information, is
attempting to escape with her sister
Jenny…

Chapter 2: Coral?
“What do you two think
you’re doing?” A voice echoed
from the back of the room.
Jenny fell off Danielle’s
shoulders. Danielle stumbled back,
falling on her sister. They both
turned to see who had come to
intrude now.
This time, it wasn’t anyone
harmless.
It was their mother.
Their mother was stuck in
the doorway with half an
expression of shock and the other
half anger. She looked like a tiger
who had been deprived of her prey
by a mouse.
Struggling to untangle
herself, Danielle gave her mom a
small ironic smile. Danielle’s mom
glared at her, not bothering with
delaying the oncoming punishment.
“How did you get in my
lab?” Danielle’s mom said,
quivering with anger.
Danielle looked at her
sister. “Um…” Danielle mumbled.
“We opened the door?”
This did not amuse
Danielle’s mother. “I have security
cameras here and a special filter
that--“ she cut off before she
revealed any information that she
shouldn’t. This left Danielle wildly
curious.
“Does what?” she asked,
hoping that for once her mother
would fill in the blank space that
she always left whenever talking.
“What did you read?”
Danielle’s mother asked, changing

the subject suddenly.
Danielle had been
expecting this. “Read? Oh, just the
newspaper. I was expecting a little
more reading material. Really,
Mom, you should start organizing
your desk. I could hardly see the
wood!”
This remark only made her
mother angrier. “You can’t be in
here! This information is classified!
How did you get in?”
“Again,” Danielle said, “I
opened the door. How complicated
is that? Is your door usually stuck or
something?”
Danielle’s mother paused,
as if in deep thought. Danielle knew
that an explosion was coming, but
to her surprise, her mother calmed
and smiled. Actually smiled!
“Well, well, well,”
Danielle’s mother said, shaking her
head. “I never thought I’d see the
day. More mermaids. I never
knew.”
At that point, Jenny spoke
up. “I like mermaids. I like them a
lot. I think that they count as
superhuman.”
Danielle sighed but was
confused by this. “Mermaids?
They’re not real. Of course they
aren’t. Mermaids can’t be real. It
defies all of the laws of the real
world. A person can’t be half fish,
half human. It’s impossible. It has
to be. Tell me it’s impossible!”
“Well,” Danielle’s mother
said, looking a little resigned, “I
guess that if you read the newspaper

articles, you’d best know the truth.”
“What?” both Jenny and
Danielle said at the same time.
“Danielle,” her mother
said. “You’re a mermaid.”

To Be Continued…
in the next
Exciting Environmental Newsletter

To read the entire story, check out
previous editions on
helpsierra.com

Are you doing something to
help the earth?
Tell The Exciting
Environmental all about it!
Do you have an original
environmental joke,
drawing, or poem?
Share it with The Exciting
Environmental and your
work could be featured in
the next newsletter.
Send submissions to:
HelpSierraNow@gmail.com

Read this newsletter online at www.HelpSierra.com
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Your Work!
This is where we show submissions to
The Exciting Environmental. If you have an original joke, poem, or photo that you would
like to share, you can send it to helpsierranow@gmail.com
Once upon a time,
a boy named
Jimmy was lost. He
was staggering
down an alley, lost
and confused, but
then he saw a
building in front of
him. A man
welcomed him in
and he gladly came
inside.
Jimmy was given a
place to sleep for
the night, and was
told that the next
day he could try to
get back where he
came from. Jimmy

was happy with
this agreement,
especially
because it gave
him a place to
sleep that night.
Late at night, he
heard some
chanting. In the
morning, he
asked a man
what they had
been saying last
night. The man
told him that it
meant three
things: that you
should live life to
your fullest

potential, be
environmental,
and tie your
shoelaces.
Jimmy went on
in life to be an
environmentalist
And it all started
on that night he
was lost.

Submitted by Max,
age 13

A
Climate
Change
Comic
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